




Proposed Zoning Regulation Change. 
 
Petition respectfully requests that the Essex Zoning Regulation 40.L be amended as follows: 
 
Currently: 
 
40.L LOTS PARTIALLY IN DIFFERENT DISTRICTS.  Except for maximum building 
coverage, where portions of any lot are in different districts, the Commission may, by the grant 
of a special exception, except from the requirements of all but one of such districts, a particular 
use or improvement upon such portion of the lot as is within 30 feet of the boundary of the 
district the requirements of which are to apply.  Where portions of any lot are in different 
districts, the provision of that district which prescribe the smallest percentage for maximum 
building coverage shall govern the entire lot. 
 
Be Changed to: 
 
40.L LOTS PARTIALLY IN DIFFERENT DISTRICTS.  The Commission may, by the grant of 
a special exception, except from the requirements of all but one of such districts, a particular use 
or improvement upon such portion of the lot as is within 30 feet of the boundary of the district 
the requirements of which are to apply.  Where portions of any lot are in different districts, the 
provision of that district which prescribe the smallest percentage for maximum building coverage 
shall govern the entire lot. 
 
The omits the carve out for maximum building coverage and still requires a special exception 
permit. The regulation maintains oversight from over development as a matter of right. 
 
“Except for maximum building coverage” 
 
The basis for the request is that the regulation, if strictly applied unduly burdens the development 
of a parcel of land that overlaps two zones. 
 
Hypothetically, a property owner would be restricted in developing any portion of a parcel that 
had an opportunity, for a special exception even if the special exception was for good and legal 
cause.  It is particularly draconian if the portion of the parcel where the exception was sought 
was in a more permissive zone and the less permissive zone is left untouched (and compliant). 
 
 




